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Shabbat Services
January 3
Family Shabbat Service 6:30 PM

The congregation extends a heartfelt thank you to members and friends who host our Ongei
Shabbat. Let us know if you would like a partner to help host an Oneg. Call the synagogue
office at 714-963-4611 or email office@cbtfv.org.

January 3 — The Lang Family, in honor of Ella becoming a Bat Mitzvah
January 10 — Available for sponsorship

January 4
Shabbat Service 10:30 AM
Ella Lang becomes a Bat Mitzvah

January 17 — The Dater family, in honor of Madison becoming a Bat Mitzvah
January 24 — Available for sponsorship

January 10
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

January 31 — Martin Heimlich, in memory of Isabelle Ruth Heimlich
and Paul Andrew Heimlich

January 17
Tot Shabbat Service 6:00 PM
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

In Sympathy

January 18
Shabbat Service 10:30 AM
Madison Dater becomes a Bat Mitzvah
January 24
Musical Shabbat Service 7:30 PM
Sponsored by Maury and Rena Shulman,
in honor of their 59th wedding anniversary

The Congregation extends its condolences to:

Robin (Rabbi Stephen) Einstein and Rabbi Rebecca (Warren)
Schorr, on the passing of their father/grandfather,
Bernard Kessler.
May the source of peace grant consolation to all who are bereaved.

January 31
Shabbat Service 7:30 PM

We’re Praying for You
We offer a Mi Shebeirach prayer for all who are ill at every Shabbat service. Call the
synagogue office, 714-963-4611, to have a prayer offered for yourself, a member of
your family, or a friend. Names will be placed on the list for a period of two months.

THIS IS YOUR PAGE
Share your simchas and sorrows with your friends at CBT. Let Rabbi Young or the office
know about happy events to share in our Mazel Talk section.
If you notify us about the death of a family member, we will publish the name in our In
Sympathy section. We also want to know if you or a family member or friend is ill and
should be included on the Mi Shebeirach list.
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It’s 2020! Happy New Year, and may the year bring you blessing and happiness!
December this year will mark the 100th anniversary of the proposal of a universal Daf Yomi course of study
(though it took nearly three years to actually get it started). Perhaps you have heard me mention in the past
two years that I currently participate in a Daf Yomi with some of my colleagues. Daf Yomi translates to “a
page a day,” and it refers to studying one page of the Babylonian Talmud every day. Doing this takes 2711
days, or about seven and a half years.
The very first “official” Daf Yomi began on Rosh Hashanah 5684, or September 11, 1923. The idea,
proposed by Rabbi Moshe Menachem Mendel Spivak of Vienna, suggested that since Jews already study
the same Torah portion each week, we should be studying the same page of Talmud as well. At the time,
Talmud study was typically restricted to tractates that expounded laws that were considered useful: prayer,
holiday practices, dietary laws, legal codes, etc. Since 1923, every page is studied, allowing participants to
familiarize themselves with the entire Talmud over time.
Today, all over the world, people read a page of Talmud every day in their communities or in individual
study. I study with a group of my colleagues, and I listen to one of the many podcasts available to aid in this
daily study program. No matter where I am in the world, if I wanted to find a group studying Talmud
together, they would likely be on the same page that I am studying that day. It is a wonderful feeling going
to study with a group of strangers (or new friends) and having the commonality of being on the same track
in our tractates.
Each time the community ends its course of study, a siyyum (concluding celebration) is held. At
the siyum for the 12th cycle which ended in August 2012, MetLife Stadium in New Jersey hosted a sold out
celebration. MetLife Stadium seats 90,000. Seems like it was a pretty big party.
The 13th cycle ends on January 4, 2020, which means on January 5 we will pick up with Berachot 2, the
first page of the entire Talmud. I began studying Daf Yomi in April 2017, but I am excited to begin the
Talmud anew this January with its 14th cycle. So excited, that I want to share in this new cycle with all of
you.
Starting in January, our weekly Talmud class will transform from “Whatever Rabbi Young Feels Like” to
a Daf Sh’vu’i (“weekly page”) format. Each week I will teach one page of the Talmud, beginning with
Berachot 2, and continuing through the rest of the Talmud. If we keep up with the program we should
complete the Talmud in about 50 years. While that seems like a goal too far away to comprehend, I see it as
a wonderful opportunity to set a far off goal that will likely be completed with new students, new members of
our CBT community, and most likely a new teacher (we are talking 50 years in the future, and I do not plan
to be employed at 95). A long-term goal implies that CBT will be here in 50 years and more, continuing our
dedication to lifelong learning. Though we will surely have fewer than 90,000 people in our sanctuary when
we get to our siyyum in 2070, it will definitely be a moment worth celebrating.
So please join us as often as you are able on Tuesday evenings. Talmud study is at 8:00 PM every
Tuesday evening. Join us for one or more classes, no prior knowledge required, and be a part of our great
tradition of lifelong learning at CBT.
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When a person we love dies, it is natural to reflect on his or her life, and on our own. As a member of this
synagogue and a friend of the Einstein family, Bernie Kessler was a part of my life for over 40 years. My
adult memories of him span three decades, and my presidency was probably more affected by him than by
any other (non-clergy) person.
Bernie served on the Board of Directors at CBT from 2013-2019, the last two of which were during my
presidency. When I first took office, Bernie took me out to dinner and laid out what he believed were some
critical issues that needed addressing. We spoke and corresponded regularly about the importance of
synagogues, congregations, Torah, family, rabbi relations, the role of women, hard work, service to others,
politics in religion, fundraising, educating our youth, effectiveness over efficiency, learning something new,
brotherhood, and personal responsibility. We didn’t always agree, but he never shied away from sharing
his strong opinions when he felt the board was heading in the wrong direction. I confess to one or two eyerolls when Bernie would speak out because he was so well known for lengthy diatribes, but more often
than not, he convinced us all to rethink our positions. At the end of every board meeting, he would
approach me, thank me, kiss my cheek, and call me “Dahling” with great affection.
Outside of the board room, Bernie taught me much about friendship. When my father-in-law, Bob Halprin
(of blessed memory), began showing signs of dementia, Bernie approached Greg and me delicately and
with concern over Bob’s well-being. He didn’t feel right taking Bob’s money when it became clear that he
no longer understood the game of poker. Their whole poker group threw Bob a poker retirement party and
had a plaque made to celebrate him, rather than embarrass him, at this sensitive time. Bernie exemplified
class and grace in every way.
There was no one better at CBT at personal relations than Bernie. He dressed to the nines; greeted
everyone with a hug, kiss, or handshake; introduced himself to new people; and gave generously. He was
as active in synagogue life as he ever was, attending events, supporting the Brotherhood, singing on
Shabbat, and serving on committees. He was articulate, charming, stylish, brilliant, formidable, learned,
and funny. And, perhaps everyone’s favorite moments included his Shabbat announcements while sitting
on the bimah.
One of my favorite memories was Bernie’s reaction to the pretty vulgar language we experienced at a
dueling piano bar for Rebecca’s 40 birthday (when he was a mere 87 years old). His Facebook reaction
was: “The party content was a first for me. I was in the Army for total 5 yrs and two wars and my vocabulary was
th

indeed peppered with such vulgarities as "Gosh dern it!!!" "Toro poo' poo" and "Goll-eeeee". I certainly learned a
whole new vocabulary which could have come in handy had I had any inkling that these words existed. Oh,
my!!!”

Bernie, I will never forget you. You made sure of that. Baruch dayan ha’emet.
Shellie Halprin
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Cantorial Corner
SAVE THE DATE: BEATLES SHABBAT FEBRUARY 7!
Happy "secular" New Year everyone! With the new year comes new opportunities to share our voices together and to
celebrate the many wonderful musical offerings at CBT.
On the weekend of February 7, we read the Torah portion Beshallach. That week's Torah reading contains the "song at
the sea" sung by the Children of Israel upon their deliverance from the Egyptians, when the Red Sea split to allow them
to pass. Hence this Shabbat is designated as Shabbat Shirah, "Shabbat of song!” I am thrilled to be working with our
CBT Religious School to present a musical Shabbat Shirah like no other--Beatles style!
On Friday, February 7, 2020, join us for Shabbat Shirah featuring Shabbat tunes sung to Beatles hits. This Shabbat
service will feature the South Coast Simcha Band as well as our own CBT Shir Chadash Junior Choir!
Before services, join us for a delicious Shabbat dinner. Proceeds from this dinner and event will go towards summer
camperships for our religious school students, as well as a cantorial scholarship for me to study sacred music and
synagogue repertoire at the American Conference of Cantors-Guild of Temple Musicians annual convention.
This convention offers the opportunity for cantors across the nation, as well as cantorial soloists, composers, music
directors, and Jewish music educators who wish to further educate themselves to study together and gain valuable
information about current trends in synagogue music.
Funds generated by this wonderful Beatles Shabbat will benefit our CBT community through the support of Jewish
youth summer programming, as well as new synagogue repertoire, new expertise in Jewish music, and new musical
programming for CBT!
Please save the date and be on the lookout for a flyer with more details along with sponsorship opportunities. Join
your CBT community for an evening of joyful prayer and Beatles hits!
B’Shirah,
Jenna

CBT ROCKIN’ SHABBATOT: SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE!
The beauty and energy of our CBT Rockin’ Shabbatot is made possible through generous donations from our
congregants. Each CBT Rockin’ Shabbat costs $225, and we need your help to continue to bring these dynamic
Shabbat services to our community. We need YOU to sponsor these moving musical evenings! We thank Dwight and
Irene Borses for sponsoring the December Rockin’ Shabbat.
If you, your family, your friends, chavurah, or businesses are interested in sponsoring a CBT Rockin’ Shabbat, please
contact Sarah in the office and indicate the CBT Music Fund on your donation. Together, we will continue to make this
community “ROCK”!
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Learning Through Experience with our 8th and 9th Grade Students
Learning by doing, especially outside the classroom, is one of the best ways to engage all our senses and learn something
meaningful. This year we have developed an 8th/9th grade curriculum around experience. Our teens engaged in a study
of hunger in America and attended a field trip to promote this idea. They volunteered in the kitchen at Mitzvah Meals,
learned about couponing, and purchased food for the homeless. The class is currently studying comparative religions and
will attend a mosque, LDS Church, and Buddhist center. In the Spring, the 8th and 9th graders will engage in Holocaust
studies and listen to survivor testimonies.

8th/9th Grade Students learned about Islam
and toured a mosque this past December.

Rabbi Young, April Akiva, and Nancy Danger
at the URJ Biennial in Chicago.
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Chok L’Yisrael )(חק לישראל, Tuesdays, 7:00 PM
Taught by Dwight Borses

Talmud Study, Tuesdays, 8:00 PM
Taught by Rabbi Young

Torah Study, Saturdays, 9:15 AM
Taught by Rabbi Young
Our Torah study has begun a new program as we move from Deuteronomy to the book of
Joshua. Each week we will move through the post-Torah texts of the Bible, moving through
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings, until we are finished with the entire Bible.
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Admission: $10.00 with RSVP
$15.00 at the door without RSVP, cash only

as space permits!
RSVP to Sarah DuVal at 714-963-4611 or
office@cbtfv.org
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Sister to Sister
Sisterhood was busy in December with a Chanukah party and our annual Mah
Jongg tournament. Thanks to Wendy Kielsmeier for hosting the Chanukah party
and to Heather for organizing the tournament.
The Chanukah party included a gift exchange plus plenty of food – including
latkes, of course.
If you’re interested in joining our casual but active Mah Jongg gaming group and
learning how to play the game, we meet every Monday at 9:30 AM in the Social
Hall.
Sisterhood hopes that you and yours had a very happy holiday season. Sisterhood
will be dark in January, but we’ll be back with our Tu B’shevat Seder in
February. Stay tuned for details.
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Brotherhood wishes everyone a happy new year, but we start 2020 with sadness on the
loss of our long-time congregant and friend, Bernie Kessler, who died December 2 at the
age of 95. Bernie was well liked by all. We all appreciated his friendliness and his
wisdom, often displayed in his “10 minute talks” which usually took a bit longer. Bernie
was especially interested in the Biblical story of Jonah and found a different angle to the
story which he delivered to the congregation each Yom Kippur through 2018. He also
delivered the D'var Torah at each Brotherhood meeting.
Bernie and Mildred Kessler were with CBT from the very start in 1976, supporting their
kids, Rabbi Stephen and Robin Einstein. Bernie remained active and prominent in the
congregation throughout the past 40-some years as financial supporter and as a leader
on the CBT board, CBT Brotherhood, and most recently on the Senior Activities
Committee. Bernie received the honor as Brotherhood's Man of the Year in 2011, but
actually he could have been our Man of the Year every year.
Bernie would want Brotherhood to carry on, and
we will do so, starting the new year with our
third annual Texas Hold’Em poker tournament
on January 25 at 6:30 PM in the CBT social hall.
The cost is $40 and includes a buy-in of $1,000
worth of chips. Additional chips may be
purchased throughout the evening. There will be
cash prizes to the top three players and added
prizes to those who can "knock out" Rabbi
Young and CBT President Shellie Halprin from
the game. Dessert and beverages are included
in the admission price. For more information or
reservations, contact Joel Tankenson at 714657-4239 or twopunims@msn.com.
We then offer our third annual dinner and dance event on February 15 in the CBT social
hall. The meal will be catered. Dancing will be to the South Coast Simcha Band who will
play a variety of dance numbers from the 1960s to the present era. Save the date! More
information will be provided in future broadcasts.
A week later, on February 21, Brotherhood members will help Rabbi Young conduct
Shabbat services. Please come support your Brotherhood at the Brotherhood Shabbat!
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries

1 Bryce Pinsky
1 Gary Sinclair
2 Karlee Hughes
2 Sasha Leibowitz
2 Elizabeth Sachs
2 Sue Shapiro
3 Adam Lang
4 Kimberly Mishow
5 David Pastore
5 Laura Pinkham
5 Danielle Steiner
7 Hannah Klugman
7 Suzanne Swezea
7 Zen Tilles
8 Gerry Kaskel
9 Cynthia Hirsch
9 Jonas Holdaway
10 Barry Horowitz
10 Wendy Kielsmeier
10 Michael Mishow
10 Janice Tankenson
12 Shelby Braverman
13 Diane Kutinsky

13 Sam Salzman
14 Susanne Seiden
16 Julie Holdaway
17 Madison Dater
17 Marilyn Lazarre
17 Rosa Lee Rothblatt
18 Justin Wheatley
20 Michael Grumet
22 Daniel Halprin
22 Daniela Tilles
23 Brian Ofner
23 Michelle Wolzinger
24 Nathan Azoulay
24 Linda Farrow
24 Aubrie Ofner
24 Hedda Schnur
25 Leah Korenberg
25 Sandra Serota
25 Keith Werber
26 Jack Leibowitz
26 Adam Williams
27 Elaine Gurovich
28 Sharon Haber
28 Sheri Lyn Hamrell
28 Gabriel H. Weiss
28 Justin R. Weiss
29 Karen Lunsk
29 Leslie Wheatley

30 Alan Olschwang
30 Sarah Sroka
31 William Swezea
31 Maureen Udelf

4 Richard and Alyssa Colodny
10 Benjamin and Karen Keller
13 Byron and Sharon Sachs
13 Sam and Diane Salzman
16 Andrew and Barbara Haimov
20 Allen and Laura Powell
26 Shmuel and Gita Fisher
26 Adam and Lisa Williams
27 Derek and Amy Benton
31 Eugene and Maureen Udelf

MazelTalk and Thank Yous
The Shalom Squad of greeters and ushers for December were Arnold Adler, Brandi Cohen,
Martin Heimlich, Gary Hopkins, Stephanie Korenberg, Keith Kushner, Aiden Maio, Linda
Mason, and Brian Ofner.
Many thanks to all on the Chesed Committee who helped set up and clean up the meal of
condolence for the Kessler family. Special thanks to those who helped cook the meal:
Irene Borses, Fran Boughey, Denise Heller, Cindy Hirsch, Gerry Kaskel, Marcia Kass, Cindy
Kolsin, Diane Salzman, and Sue Slonim.
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Everyone loves the Oneg!
Everyone enjoys gathering after a Shabbat service for the Oneg Shabbat (literally, “the joy of Shabbat”). After the kiddush
and motzi, we visit with our fellow congregants and guests, while enjoying delicious refreshments. Have you ever thought
about how those treats magically appear? One way is if someone sponsors the oneg. To learn more, contact Sarah in the
office.
What is the second way to contribute to making each oneg possible? Donate to the Oneg Fund, one of CBT’s charitable
funds. It couldn’t be simpler…fill out the donation form included in each issue of the Bulletin, add your form of payment, and
mail or carry it to CBT. You can also get a form in the office.
There are so many opportunities in our lives for supporting the Oneg Fund...consider honoring your friend’s or relative’s
birthday, anniversary, or any other occasion. Skip the commercial greeting card store and instead support CBT! Make a
donation--in any amount--to the Oneg Fund and CBT will send the recipient a lovely personal note conveying your wishes
(excluding the amount, of course). Your donation will be acknowledged in the Bulletin as well.
Donations to the Oneg Fund—they’re fast, they’re easy, and best of all, you will make it possible for all of us to experience
the joy of Shabbat at CBT.
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MILDRED KESSLER CHESED FUND

M. Ann Penny ......................................................... In memory of Mary Louise Penny
Steve and Cathy Gilbert .......................................... In appreciation of the Chesed Committee

GENERAL FUND

Adeline Klempner ................................................... In memory of Robert Klempner

SERENA GORE MEMORIAL CAMPERSHIP FUND

Albert M. Shifberg-Mencher .................................. In memory of mother, Irma Mencher

MUSIC FUND

David Truong/Mimi’s Jewelry ................................ In appreciation
Bernard Kessler ....................................................... In memory of Carol Lavia Kessler
Stephen and Sandra Maybaum and Family ............ In memory of Frances Nelkin

RABBI STEPHEN J. EINSTEIN YOUTH EDUCATION FUND

Marcia Schechter ..................................................... In memory of Anna Kessler, Henry
Kessler, Dr. Leon Kessler, Estelle Kushner,
David Schechter, Diane Schechter, Dora
Schechter, Harold Schechter, Morris
Schechter, and Steven Schechter
Wendy Cohen .......................................................... In honor of Judy Lerner’s special birthday
Bernard Kessler ....................................................... In memory of Michael Klein
Bernard Kessler ....................................................... In memory of Ralph Amado
Barbara, Michele, and Steve Horowitz and Family In memory of Jean Silverman

12

4 Tevet — 5 Shevat 5780
January 2020

RABBI YOUNG’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Morton, Patricia, and Melissa Markowitz .............. In memory of George Markowitz
Simons Family ........................................................ In memory of Benjamin Simons
Barbara, Michele, and Steve Horowitz and Family..In memory of Jean Silverman
Ron and Elaine Krasnitz ......................................... In memory of Jack Krasnitz and
Manny Nadler
Mort and Phyllis Fried ............................................ In memory of Stella Fried
Hershel Gershwin ................................................... In memory of Howard Gershwin

TEMPLE BEAUTIFICATION FUND

Sue Rosen ............................................................... In memory of Clarice Rosen

ONEG FUND

Gerry Kaskel ........................................................... In memory of Bertha Kaskel
Gerry Kaskel ........................................................... In memory of Neal Kaskel
Bernard Kessler ....................................................... In memory of Henry Fendell
Jerry and Diana Kaufman ....................................... In memory of Nadine Kaufman
Barry and Wendy Kielsmeier .................................. In memory of Joan Seide

YAHRZEIT FUND

Weissman and Asbury Families .............................. In memory of Jack Weissman
Weissman, Asbury, and Garcia Families ................ In memory of Harry Osborn
Marc and Marcia McReynolds ............................... In memory of Marcia’s parents,
Myer and Dorothy Band
Michael and Susan Kibel ........................................ In memory of Solomon Markowitz
Sylvia Wagner ......................................................... In memory of Surrie Forman
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Orange County Jewish Community Scholar Program presents the
19th Annual One Month Scholar Program

Fulfilling the Dream:
The Fascinating Story of Modern Israel
January 5 - January 30, 2020
Israel is both an old and new land. For centuries, Jews have dreamed of building a safe homeland for
themselves. After the Holocaust, a desperate people appreciated, once again, that only a State could
ensure their survival but were aware that the challenges would be overwhelming. By 2020, successes
are evident, but there is still a long road ahead of us.

Featured Scholar: Professor Paul Liptz
Paul Liptz, a social historian, was on the Tel Aviv University faculty for 40 years, teaching graduate and
undergraduate students in the Department of Middle East and African History and the International
School, where he dealt with a wide range of topics. His main interests are History of the Yishuv [PreState], the Modern State of Israel and Arab Women and Nationalism in the Middle East. He taught
graduate students at the Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem as well as at the Conservative movement
seminary for 25 years, dealing with modern Jewish history, Israeli society and the contemporary Middle
East. In the Israeli army reserves, he lectured officers and non-commissioned officers on non-military
realms. He is still active in Israel and is involved in various academic and educational fields. In the last
few decades, he has travelled the world extensively, lecturing and conducting workshops in some twenty
countries. He has also been a visiting scholar with many American groups in Central and Eastern Europe.
Paul was born in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and came as a volunteer to Israel one day before the Six Day War
on June 4, 1967. He decided to stay in Israel, married Brenda and they have 4 children and 10
grandchildren.

CBT is hosting: The Aran Citizens of Israel: Israelis or Palestinians?
on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at 7:00 PM.
There is no cost to attend and no RSVP is necessary.
In the Middle East, minority groups find themselves in difficult situations. Israeli Arabs grapple
with conflicting identity issues as well as often feeling that they are second class citizens. At the
same time, they have experienced significant upward mobility in the last decades, particularly in
the case of women.

For the full schedule of presentations and registration, please visit http://occsp.net/one-monthscholar/
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aldavidson@snfprinting.com

Imagine

… Your Ad Here

Email Michelle Matusoff to find out how to
make that happen.
michelle.matusoff@gmail.com
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Follow us on
Facebook
and
Twitter!

Upcoming Events
Trivia Night
CBT Annual Fundraiser

January 11, 2020
May 9, 2020

Office Hours:

The Bulletin is published monthly by:
Congregation B’nai Tzedek
9669 Talbert Avenue
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
Rabbi ..................................................David N. Young
Cantorial Soloist ...................................... Jenna Sagan
Director of Education .............................. April Akiva
Founding Rabbi Emeritus ............ Stephen J. Einstein
Cantor Emerita ....................................... Linda Ecker
Bookkeeper ............................................. Lisa Alvarez
Bookkeeper inquiries...............bookkeeper@cbtfv.org
Office Coordinator...................................Sarah DuVal
General inquiries.............................. office@cbtfv.org
Rabbi David N. Young .......................833-RABBS-01
Office ..................................................... 714-963-4611

MONDAY ................................................... 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
TUESDAY .................................................. 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
WEDNESDAY ............................................ 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
THURSDAY ............................................... 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
FRIDAY ...................................................... 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
SATURDAY ............................................... CLOSED
SUNDAY .................................................... CLOSED

Ad Size

Bulletin Advertising Rate
Per Issue

Annual

Business card .................. $ 25.............................$ 270
1/4 page........................... $ 50.............................$ 540
1/2 page.......................... $ 100.......................... $ 1080
Full page ........................ $ 200.......................... $ 2160
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A LIST OF ALL
EVENTS: CBTFV.ORG

The deadline for Bulletin articles and advertisements is the first of the month prior to the month of publication. The deadline
for flyers is the 15th of the month prior to the month of publication. E-mail articles and flyers to bulletin@cbtfv.org.
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